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Effective Approaches to Human Resource Development and
Japanese Language Proficiency Required for Successful
Employment of International Students

Naohiko Yamaguchi and Miyuki Ise*

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to clarify Japanese language abilities and skills and
attitudes that Japanese language schools and vocational schools (or universities, etc.) must
teach foreign students in order to help them find jobs in Japan. As a result of a questionnaire
survey of Japanese companies and foreign students, it was found that foreign students
considered the acquisition of an advanced Japanese language qualification essential and
were concerned about honorifics. On the other hand, companies did not place importance
on Japanese language qualifications and were concerned about internal and external
communication problems due to cultural differences.
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