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Consideration on Examination Opinions in Application for
Approval to Establish a Professional University and Professional
University Junior College

Aki Saito

Abstract: Beginning in 2019, professional universities and professional junior colleges were
created for the first time in 55 years. However, professional universities are not widespread
due to the suggested high standards of examination. Therefore, this study attempts to clarify
the criteria for the establishment of universities by using the review opinions disclosed by
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). The study
found that professional universities approved in the first year of the system did not receive
any “warning”. On the other hand, all applications that were approved after the second
year of the system received “warning”. The first year's standards were so high that the next
year's standards may have been set low. In addition, we examined the academic discipline
of the university and the background of the corporation. The results suggested that medical
university applications were more challenging. And the corporation operating the university
was found to be more likely to be approved. In the future, we would like to conduct research
that goes into the content of the review opinions disclosed by the MEXT.
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